
Planting parrot aviaries would undoubtedly enrich their environment;
the problem is that most parrots destroy vegetation unless the aviary is
very large and well planted.

comm., Murphy 1992,Seville1990,
Sun 1992).

Other enrichment items include
well known foods that take some
time to eat, such aswhole nuts in
the shell, piecesof corn-on-the-cob
and pomegranates.Hiding food
items or putting them in difficult to
reach placescan also interest a
parrot. This can range from
methods as simple as putting
peanut butter, cranberries or raisins
in a pine cone to more complicated
tactics such as drilling holes in
piecesof wood and dropping nuts
or other food items that do not
easily spoil or mould in these (pers.
obs., D. Blomjous pers. comm.,

Seville 1990).
Just as for primates, changing of

enrichment materials so that they
do not become bored with "the
sameold thing" can be very
important. Birds not used to
receiving enrichment materials may
not initially show interest, or may
even be slightly afraid of the new
element in their environment, and
materials should be presented in a
non-threatening manner.Where
materials are placed within the
enclosure is indeed important in the
birds acceptance of them. For
example, when initially introducing
birds to enrichment materials it is
senselessto place these on the

PUILIPPINE
COCKATOO
UEADING FOR
EXTINCTION?
by Rosemary Low

Fieldwork carried out in November
and Decemberof last year in the
Philippines confirms the worst fears
regardingthe status of the Red-
vented or Philippine Cockatoo
(Cacatua haematuropygia). Its
decline hasbeen so rapid that
RolandWirth (of the Zoological
Societyfor the Conservation of
Speciesand Populations) informed
me in February". ..EVENTHE
SHORTTERMSURVIVALOFTHE
SPECIESISIN QUESTION"

Deforestation in the Philippine
Islandshasbeenamongthe most
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extensive in the tropics, in recent
years. This was the original cause of
the species' decline. Now it is
trapping which threatens its
existence. Roland Wirth states: "The
few remnant populations are now
mostly located in areasnot
immediately threatened by massive
destruction (though logging remains
a problem to some extent).
However,Frank Lambert, who
looked for the cockatoo on behalf of
IUCNin November/December 1991
clearly confirms BIasTabaranza's
view that trapping for the bird trade
is now the main threat.

"Every single nest located by
Frank was already guarded by a

ground if the birds spend all their
time 2 m high in the cage. Seville
(1990) recommends hanging toys
just within reach of birds, but so
that they have to stretch to get it, as
a way to catch a bird's interest. Even
if the birds do not show interest in

an item initially, it may well be that
it will later be one of their favourite
toys.

The safety of items used should
always be considered, and parrots
have never failed to amaze with

their adroitness at opening, pulling,
unscrewing or otherwise undoing
things. Items that the bird can get
entangled in such as string, or can
catch its band or its bill on, such as
metal rings that the bird can open
should not be used. Sharp objects,
or materials such as glass, most
plastics and thin wire that can be
broken and swallowed are of course
not suitable.

Costs and benefits of parrot
environmental enrichment

An added bonus to providing an
"enriched environment" may be an
improvement in breeding success,
as graphically demonstrated in an
experiment in the Avian Sciences
Department'at Universityof
California at Davis(Brice1992).Of
course, providing enrichment
materials to parrots takes just as
much time as it does for primates.
But, if it is judged to be important
enough to make that time for
primates, it should also be likewise
considered that important for
parrots. If suitable items are used, a

good program need not take more
than an average of a fewminutes a
day per enclosure. Taking good care
of any animal costs time, but in
parrots this is richly rewarded by
the pleasure that they, their
keepers, and in the case of publicly
held birds, the visitors, will receive
from the enrichment materials.
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Captive-bred Phillipine Red-vented cockatoo. Photo: Rosemary Low.



trapper to remove nestlings. In fact,
due to the rarity of the species the
trappers now also usually remove
one of the adults (which they did
not do formerly) by placing a sack in
front of the nest entrance during the
night. Some of the trapped birds go
to Japan illegally on freight and
fishing boats, others are traded in
Manila, and some have come to
Europe in recent years, before the
EC banned importation of this
species.

"With an estimated population
pf just 1,000to 4,000 birds (and the
high chick mortality after removal
from the nest) even fairly small
scale trade can now wipe out the
species. There is also the fear that
we now have an ageing breeding

population, as nearly all chicks
seem to have been removed for the
last one or two decades."

The wild population is now
critically endangered. Alas, the
captive population has not fared
well. Attempting to establish this
species has been beset by problems
because of the species'
susceptibility to aspergillosis and
psittacine beak and feather disease.
Losses with females have been
especially high. (It has been stated
that aspergillus spores have been
found in nests in the wild.)

Large consignments of Red-
vented Cockatoos did not reach

Europe where this species has
always been rare in collections.!
believe it is being bred in few

collections. This is surely a species
for which a STUDBOOKIS

URGENTLYNEEDED.It is extremely
important that single birds are
identified and paired up, where
possible. Fortunately, this species is
very easy to sex as the iris is black
in males and red-brown in adult
females.

Inevitably, in Europe and the
USAthere must be Red-vented
Cockatoos kept as pets, perhaps by
people who are not even aware of
the name of the species in their
possession. Aviculturists could help
to get these birds into breeding
situations by offering to exchange
those which are not tame for hand-
reared young of another species.
Understandably, many people are

reluctant to part with their pet
birds-but it is vitally important that
as many wild-caught birds as
possible should be identified now,
to strengthen the small gene pool.
None of these birds will have been

recently imported thus their long:
term survival and breeding
prospects should be good.

If it is possible to pair up some
of these genetically precious
Red-vented Cockatoos, it goes
without saying that they should be
in the hands of aviculturists or zoos
who are interested in the

preservation of the species. This
means obtaining parent-reared
young, if possible, and ensuring that
they remain in the hands of
breeders.

POSITION STATBMBNT ON TUB
WILD LIVB BIRD TRADB
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
FOR BIRD PRESERVATION

Background
As the world's leading bird
conservation organisation, ICBP
recognises and subscribes to the
principles of the World
Conservation Strategy. A
cornerstone of this strategy is the
concept of sustainable
development, which recognises the
potential benefit to be derived from
natural resources for the welfare of
people, but also emphasises the
importance of keeping any
utilisation within prudent limits.

Birds have been traded as an
economic resource for centuries.
They have been caught and sold for
pets, trapped for food, adorned the
ceremonial dress of indigenous
peoples and transported thvusands
of miles to be placed on show in
zoos where they provide a valuable
scientific, recreational and aesthetic
resource.

Evidence now suggests that in
many instances the trapping of live
birds for trade has been and
continues to be excessive. In

numerous cases, exploitation of wild
birds is clearly not sustainable and
threatens the survival of

populations and species. In the light
of this ICBPhas adopted the
following position on the live bird
trade.

Position Statement
ICBP's position on the live wild bird
trade recognises both the economic
value of birds - especially to
developing countries and

indigenous peoples - and the
threats to birds stemming from
inadequate conservation, welfare
and legal controls. This is reflected
in the following points which will
guide the course pursued by ICBPin
its efforts to reduce the threats to

birds posed by trade.

1. ICBP advocates a stringent
procedure for the control of
species that are traded. At present,
most species of birds are allowed in
trade until it can be proved that
harvesting is a threat. Instead, a
system should be instituted
whereby any species that could
possibly be adversely affected by
trade is excluded from it unless it
can be shown scientifically that the
consequences of harvesting are not
detrimental to the population and
the ecosystem it inhabits. This is a
key measure to ensure that the live
bird trade is conducted in a
sustainable manner.

2. ICBP promote the enforcement
of Article IV of CITES.
accordance with this Article of the
Convention on international trade of
endangered species ICBPwishes to
ensure that Scientific Authorities
limit the trade in CiTESAppendix 11
species so as to "maintain that
species throughout its range at a
level consistent with its role in the
ecosystems in which it occurs and
well above the level at which that

species might become eligible for
inclusion in Appendix I". lf
insufficient information exists to

make this affirmative finding, trade
should not be allowed.

3. ICBP seeks to reduce mortality
of birds in transit. Such controls
should be vigorously enforced and
checks financed by trade interests.
In addition, levies should be paid on
imported wild birds to decrease the
cost differential that currently exists
between wild-caught and captive-
bred birds. Both of these measures
would stimulate the market in
captive-bred birds.

4. ICBP will campaign for the
better control of illegal trade.
Illegal trade is a major threat which
undermines all efforts at the
promotion of sustainable trade.
ICBPwill pursue a policy that
promotes the effective enforcement
of national and international trade
controls.

Very few countries or trade
interests are actively pursuing a
policy that is aimed at securing the
sustainable utilisation of birds

harvested for trade. Consequently,
many conservation organisations
are now lobbying for total bans on
the import of birds into developed
consumer countries such as the U.S.
and the U.K.Also, many supply
nations - frustrated by the depletion
of their wildlife from over-
exploitation and illegal trade - have
instituted wildlife export bans.
Considering the emerging lobby for
a total ban on the live bird trade,
both dealers and trading nations
should undertake to pursue the
objectives of ICBPand demonstrate
that utilisation is sustainable.

Within this framework it is vital
to consider the following points
before passing judgement on any
specific case in the trading of wild
birds:

The Moluccan Cockatoo faces an
uncertain future in aviculture. due
principally to capture for the wild
bird trade. Photo: Rosemary Low

1. The conservation of biodiversity.
Many species - especially those
which are in great demand, naturally
scarce or which occupy only
restricted ranges - have become
rare, endangered or even extinct as
a consequence of over-exploitation.

2. Welfare considerations. A high
level of mortality and suffering is
caused to wild birds during
trapping, holding, transport,
quarantine and captivity. This
aspect of trade is unacceptable for
all species and is particularly
worrying with regard to CITES-listed
species. The forceful
implementation of transportation
and transit regulations is essential;
the excessive mortality of these
birds undermines sustainable
utilisation.

3. Illegal trade. Illegaltrade
frustrates attempts at rationalised
utilisation and could soon result in
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